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This  Supplemental  COVID-19 /Social Policy Bibliography  is organized topically for easier review 
The articles have only  been lightly vetted. They consist of  newspaper articles, op-eds, and thought 
pieces written by people trying assess the pandemic and its impact during its first few months. All are 
accessible through internet links and may  be useful for any social work course.  
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PART I: INTRODUCTION 

 
BLAMING THE VICTIM 
 
Don’t Blame the Poor for the Faults of Our Economy. 
https://www.epi.org/blog/dont-blame-the-poor-for-the-faults-of-our-economy/ 

Stop Blaming America’s Poor for Their Poverty 
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2019-07-30/u-s-economy-personal-bad-behavior-isn-t-
what-causes-poverty 

POV: Stop Blaming the Poor for their Poverty 
http://www.bu.edu/articles/2017/pov-blaming-victims-of-poverty/ 

PART II: SPECIFIC POLICY ISSUES 

HEALTH 

Decades of Shrinking Hospital Capacity ‘Spelled Disaster’ for New York’s COVID Response 
https://citylimits.org/2020/04/15/decades-of-shrinking-hospital-capacity-spelled-disaster-for-new-
yorks-covid-response/ 

Schmidt ’21: The U.S. Healthcare System Is A Failure, and The Coronavirus Proves. 
https://www.browndailyherald.com/2020/03/13/schmidt-21-u-s-healthcare-system-failure-coronavirus-
proves/ 
 
Unsustainable: The Rise and Fall of Public Health Funding| 
https://www.aphl.org/aboutAPHL/publications/lab-matters/Pages/the-rise-and-fall-of-public-health-
funding.aspx 

Years of austerity weakened the public health response to coronavirus 
https://truthout.org/articles/years-of-austerity-weakened-the-public-health-response-to-coronavirus/ 
 
America's extreme neoliberal healthcare system is putting the country at risk 
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/0OVLq7OV/americas-extreme-neoliberal-healthcare-system-is-
putting-the-country-at-risk 

Hospital Workers Like Me Are Waging a War Against Coronavirus. Where Is Our GI Bill?  
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/0Oq0NjUa/hospital-workers-like-me-are-waging-a-war-against-
coronavirus-where-is-our-gi-bill 
 
The Coronavirus Crisis Confirms That the U.S. Health Care System Fails Women 
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/women/reports/2020/04/23/483828/coronavirus-crisis-
confirms-u-s-health-care-system-fails-women/ 
 
Responding to Covid-19 as a Regional Public Health Challenge: Preliminary Guidelines for Regional 
Collaboration Involving  Hospitals  
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/covid19-regional-ethics-guidelines/ 
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MENTAL HEALTH 

Mental health and the Covid-19 pandemic.  
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2008017 
 
The coronavirus pandemic is pushing America into a mental health crisis 
https://www.pharmacist.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-pushing-america-mental-health-crisis  
 
How COVID-19 Will Reshape Our Approach To Mental Healthcare 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/onemind/2020/04/14/how-covid-19-will-reshape-our-approach-to-
mental-healthcare/#310e38f141bb 

Meeting the Mental Health Challenge of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/coronavirus/meeting-mental-health-challenge-covid-19-pandemic 

The Implications of COVID-19 for Mental Health and Substance Use 
https://www.kff.org/health-reform/issue-brief/the-implications-of-covid-19-for-mental-health-and-
substance-use/ 

The Mental Health Consequences of COVID-19 and Physical Distancing: The Need for Prevention and 
Early Intervention 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32275292/ 

INCOME SUPPORTS 

New Data Show Unemployment Programs Delivering Aid, but Struggling with Record Demand 
https://tcf.org/content/commentary/new-data-show-unemployment-programs-delivering-aid-
struggling-record-demand/ 

Expanding Income Supports in Response to COVID-19 https://nwlc-
ciw49tixgw5lbab.stackpathdns.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/IncomeSupportsRecessionFactsheet.pdf 
 
Improving SNAP in Response to COVID- 
https://nwlc-ciw49tixgw5lbab.stackpathdns.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Improving-SNAP-in-
Response-to-COVID-19-.pdf 
 
Defense Budget Implications of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/04/defense-budget-implications-of-the-covid-19-pandemic.html 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 
What we know about crises and domestic violence and what that you mean for Covid-19 
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/what-we-know-about-crises-and-domestic-violence-and-what-that-
could-mean-for-covid-19/?yptr=yahoo 
 
Global Lockdowns Resulting In 'Horrifying Surge' In Domestic Violence, U.N. Warns 
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/04/06/827908402/global-lockdowns-
resulting-in-horrifying-surge-in-domestic-violence-u-n-warns 
A New Covid-19 Crisis: Domestic Abuse Rises Worldwide 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirus-domestic-violence.html 
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

What we’ve learned about COVID-19 in prisons 
https://lebtown.com/2020/05/05/column-what-weve-learned-about-covid-19-in-prisons/ 
 
National Emergency Webinar on COVID-19 and Criminal Legal and Immigrant Detention System 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZQ7CMKwB-Ng&feature=youtu.be 

The Covid-19 prison disaster is no longer hypothetical 
Https://theappeal.org/covid-19-prisons-jails-inaction/ 

 
Police, Prosecutors, Sheriffs, Parole Officers, and Governors can Help Stop the Spread of COVID-19 — 
Here’s How 
https://www.aclu.org/news/smart-justice/police-prosecutors-sheriffs-parole-officers-and-governors-
can-help-stop-the-spread-of-covid-19-heres-how/ 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 

COVID-19 is putting the value of public schools on display 
http://www.inthepublicinterest.org/covid-19-is-putting-the-value-of-public-schools-on-display 

Coronavirus Capitalism’ Is Coming for Public Schools 
https://progressive.org/covid-19/coronavirus-capitalism-public-schools-taylor-200428-/ 

Will the Coronavirus Forever Alter the College Experience 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/23/education/learning/coronavirus-online-education-college.html 
 
HOUSING 
 
Improving Housing Assistance in Response          to  COVID-19 
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Improving-Housing-Assistance-in-Response-to-COVID-
19-1-2.pdf 

The Case for a Rent Moratorium 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/01/opinion/coronavirus-rent-freeze.html 

Centering Racial Equity in Housing 
https://housingmatters.urban.org/articles/how-put-racial-equity-center-neighborhood-investment 

PART III: UNDOING THE US WELFARE STATE  
Neoliberal Strategies taught in SSW 701, Fall 2019  

PRIVATIZATION 

The Trump administration privatized coronavirus testing, and now the U.S. is paying the price 
http://www.inthepublicinterest.org/the-trump-administration-privatized-coronavirus-testing-and-now-
the-u-s-is-paying-the-price/ 
 
Privatize the Post Office? Here’s Another Idea 
https://www.citylab.com/equity/2020/04/post-office-coronavirus-postal-delivery-usps-amazon-
packages/609913/ 
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You've Got Less Mail: The Postal Service Is Suffering Amid The Coronavirus 
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/08/828949609/youve-got-less-mail-the-postal-service-is-suffering-amid-
the-coronavirus 
 
DeVos uses COVID-19 to push failed privatization 
agendahttps://educationvotes.nea.org/2020/05/08/devos-uses-covid-19-to-push-failed-privatization-
agenda/ 

DEREGULATION 
 
Covid-19 Revives Debate over Economic Benefits of Deregulation 
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/daily-labor-report/covid-19-revives-debate-over-economic-
benefits-of-deregulation 
 
The Trump Administration’s Deregulation of Nursing Homes Leaves Seniors and Disabled at Higher Risk 
for COVID-19 https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/disability/news/2020/04/21/483545/trump-
administrations-deregulation-nursing-homes-leaves-seniors-disabled-higher-risk-covid-19/ 
Tracking deregulation in the Trump era 
 https://www.brookings.edu/interactives/tracking-deregulation-in-the-trump-era/ 
 
No Way Food Safety Not Compromised': US Regulation Rollbacks During Covid=19 Criticized 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/20/no-way-food-safety-not-compromised-us-
regulatory-roll-backs-during-covid-19-criticised 

Regulatory gaps and missed opportunities allowed COVID-19 to spread freely in meatpacking plants 
https://www.westrivereagle.com/articles/regulatory-gaps-and-missed-opportunities-allowed-covid-19-
to-spread-freely-in-u-s-meatpacking-plants/ 

Trump Administration Relaxes Regulations To Fight Coronavirus & Also Loosens Environmental Rules 
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-admin-relaxes-regulations-fight-coronavirus-
also-loosens-environmental-rules-n1177761 

DEVOLUTION 
 
Federalism has become another casualty of Trump and the coronavirus 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/apr/18/federalism-another-casualty-donald-
trump-coronavirus 
 
AUSTERITY 
 
Austerity Is Fueling the COVID-19 Pandemic in New Orleans. not Mardi Gras Culture  
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/0OdiBDr8/austerity-is-fueling-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-new-
orleans-not-mardi-gras-culture 
 
U.N. Official Blames Years of Austerity For Poor Bearing The Biggest Burden of  COVID-19 
https://www.newsweek.com/covid-19-poverty-un-austerity-low-income-1501644 
  
The Next Austerity Battle Will Be Fought in the States 
https://prospect.org/economy/next-austerity-battle-will-be-fought-in-the-states/ 
 
Austerity in the Age of COVID-19: A Match Made in Hell? 
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https://www.oxfordresearchgroup.org.uk/austerity-in-the-age-of-covid-19-a-match-made-in-hell  
 
DEMOCRACY and  HUMAN RIGHTS 

The Virus Comes for Democracy 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/opinion/coronavirus-democracy.html 

America’s COVID-19 Disaster Is a Setback for Democracy 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/americas-covid-19-disaster-setback-
democracy/610102/ 

How COVID-19 Is Also Killing Democracy 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/hecparis/2020/04/10/how-covid-19-is-also-killing-
democracy/#8fed175752e6 
 
COVID-19 Requires More Democracy, Not Less 
http://bostonreview.net/politics/archon-fung-covid-19-requires-more-democracy-not-less 

 
Democracy and the Vote 

 
Communities Hit Hardest  by Coronavirus Have Had Lower Voter turnout 
https://www.gothamgazette.com/city/9367-communities-hit-hardest-by-outbreak-lower-voter-turnout 
 
Protecting Americans’ Right to Vote during the Coronavirus Crisis 
https://www.nationalassembly.org/resources/protecting-americans-right-to-vote-during-the-
coronavirus-crisis/ 
 
How to Protect the 2020 Vote from the Coronavirus 
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/policy-solutions/how-protect-2020-vote-coronavirus 
 
New York Students, Advocates Push For Expanded Online Voter Registration Amid 
pandemichttps://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/ny-online-voter-registration-pandemic-20200505-
szhlkcdn4rhktjlvbwcc47oo7m-story.html 
 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
 
Don’t Let Religious Freedom Be Another Casualty of Coronavirus https://www.uscirf.gov/news-
room/op-eds/don-t-let-religious-freedom-become-casualty-coronavirus-opinio-juris 
 
PRIVACY 

Data protection – another COVID-19 casualty 
https://www.bcl.com/data-protection-another-covid-19-casualty/ 
 
Privacy Cannot Be a Casualty of the Coronavirus 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/07/opinion/digital-privacy-coronavirus.html 

PART IV: THE CLASS, RACE. AND GENDER DIVIDES 

CLASS/ECONOMIC DIVIDES 
 
America Will Struggle After Coronavirus. These Charts Show Why. 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/10/opinion/coronavirus-us-economy-inequality.html 
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Coronavirus Makes-The-Class-War-Impossible to Ignore 
https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/03/coronavirus-makes-the-class-war-impossible-to-ignore.html 

White-Collar Quarantine’ Over Virus Spotlights Class Divide 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/27/business/economy/coronavirus-inequality.html 

A Gloomy Prediction on How Much Poverty Could Rise 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/16/upshot/coronavirus-prediction-rise-poverty.html  
 
Welfare for Wall Street 
https://www.thenation.com/article/economy/coronavirus-financial-relief-package/ 
 
One Rich Hospital Got Warren Buffet’s Help. The Other Got Duct Tape 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/26/nyregion/coronavirus-new-york-university-hospital.html 

The People in Charge See an Opportunity 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/03/when-disease-comes-leaders-grab-more-
power/608560/ 

 RACIAL  DiVIDES 

Financial And Health Impacts Of COVID-19 Vary Widely By Race And Ethnicity  
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/05/05/financial-and-health-impacts-of-covid-19-vary-
widely-by-race-and-ethnicity/ 
 
Why Coronavirus Is Killing African-Americans More Than Others 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/14/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-racism-african-americans.html 
 
COVID-19 and the Crisis of Racial Capitalism 
https://www.demos.org/blog/covid-19-and-crisis-racial-capitalism 
 
When Xenophobia Spreads Like A Virus  
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/811363404 
 
Stop Blaming Black People for Dying of the Coronavirus 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/04/race-and-blame/609946/ 
 
Covid-19’s Race and Class Warfare 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/03/opinion/coronavirus-race-class.html 
 
U.S. Latinos Among Hardest Hit By Pay Cuts, Job Losses Due To Coronavirus 
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/03/u-s-latinos-among-hardest-hit-by-pay-cuts-job-
losses-due-to-coronavirus/ 
 
The Coronavirus Is Exacerbating Vulnerabilities Native Communities Already Face 
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/25/21192669/coronavirus-native-americans-indians 
 
When Blackness Is a Preexisting Condition 
https://newrepublic.com/article/157537/blackness-preexisting-condition-coronavirus-katrina-disaster-
relief 
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COVID-19 in Racial and Ethnic Minority Groups 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/racial-ethnic-minorities.html 

 
GENDER DIVIDES 
 
COVID's war on women 
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-nightly-coronavirus-special-edition/2020/04/29/covids-
war-on-women-489076 
 
How Millions of Women Became the Most Essential Workers in America 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/18/us/coronavirus-women-essential-workers.html 
 
UN Secretary-General’s policy brief: The impact of COVID-19 on women 
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/04/policy-brief-the-impact-of-covid-
19-on-women 

Why This Economic Crisis Differs From the Last One for Women 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/31/us/equal-pay-coronavirus-economic-impact.htmln 
 
Women of Color are Experiencing the Biggest Economic Losses Amid COVID-19 Pandemic 
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/women-of-color-disproportionately-unemployed-covid/ 

The Lives and Livelihoods of Many in the LGBTQ Community are at Risk Amidst COVID-19 Crisis 
https://assets2.hrc.org/files/assets/resources/COVID19-IssueBrief-032020-
FINAL.pdf?_ga=2.247229568.520591373.1589132612-1499227829.1589132612 

LGBTQ Americans are getting coronavirus, losing jobs. Anti-gay bias is making it worse for them 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/05/09/discrimination-racism-fuel-covid-19-woes-lgbtq-
americans/3070036001/ 
 
The “All-Consuming” Emotional Labor Caused by Coronavirus & Shouldered by Women 
https://msmagazine.com/2020/03/31/op-ed-the-all-consuming-emotional-labor-caused-by-coronavirus-
and-disproportionately-shouldered-by-women/ 
 
Why the Coronavirus Outbreak Could Hit Women Hardest 
https://time.com/5801897/women-affected-covid-19/ 

Five Reasons Stabilizing Child Care During the Coronavirus Pandemic is Critically Important for 
Families and the Economy 
https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/five-reasons-stabilizing-child-care-during-coronavirus-
pandemic-critically 

Congress Left Big Gaps In The Paid Sick Days And Paid Leave Provisions Of The Coronavirus Emergency 
Legislation. 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20200424.223002/full 
 
5 Ways State Policymakers Must Center Gender Justice in Their COVID-19 Response 
https://nwlc.org/resources/5-ways-state-policymakers-must-center-gender-justice-in-their-covid-19-
response/ 

Women academics seem to be submitting fewer papers during coronavirus. ‘Never seen anything like 
it,’ says one editor  
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https://www.thelily.com/women-academics-seem-to-be-submitting-fewer-papers-during-coronavirus-
never-seen-anything-like-it-says-one-editor/ 

PART V: COVID-19 LABOR AND THE WORKFORCE 

The Coronavirus Strikes and their Significance, So Far 
https://newpol.org/the-coronavirus-strikes-and-their-significance-so-far/ 

Long Lines For Unemployment: How Did We Get Here And What Do We Do Now? 
https://www.nelp.org/publication/long-lines-for-unemployment-how-did-we-get-here-and-
what-do-we-do-now/ 
 
“We’re the modern Slaves>”  How meat packer became the  front line in Covid-19 war 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/02/meat-plant-workers-us-coronavirus-
war?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 
 
The Power to Slow Down Reopening 
https://prospect.org/labor/the-power-to-slow-down-reopening 
 
PART VI: COVID- 19 AND SOCIAL WORK and SOCIAL SERVICES 
 
Social Service Workers Mitigating the Impact of COVID-19 
http://www.socialserviceworkforce.org/resources/blog/social-service-workers-mitigating-impact-covid-
19 
 
Opinion: Social Workers Add a Holistic Touch to Contact Tracing 
https://citylimits.org/2020/05/10/opinion-social-workers-add-a-holistic-touch-to-contact-tracing/ 
 
Opinion: The City’s Nonprofits are Also Essential 
 https://citylimits.org/2020/05/08/opinion-the-citys-nonprofits-are-also-essential-workers/ 

Diseases/Coronavirus/Answers-from-Our-CEO (NASW). 
https://www.socialworkers.org/Practice/Infectious-Diseases/Coronavirus/Answers-from-Our-CEO 

COVID-19 Makes Funding For Health And Social Services Integration Even More Crucial 
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20200413.886531/full/ 

PART VI:  LOOKING FORWARD AND  TAKING ACTION 
 

In The 1930s, Works Program Spelled HOPE For Millions Of Jobless Americans 
 https://www.npr.org/2020/04/04/826909516/in-the-1930s-works-program-spelled-hope-for-millions-
of-jobless-americans 

Will Coronavirus Signal The End Of Capitalism?  
Will COVID-19 Make Us More Socialist 
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/cross-check/will-covid-19-make-us-more-socialist/ 
 
In The 1930s, Works Program Spelled HOPE For Millions Of Jobless Americans 
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/04/826909516/in-the-1930s-works-program-spelled-hope-for-millions-of-
jobless-americans 
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The America We Need 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/opinion/america-inequality-
coronavirus.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-opinion-inequality-
series&region=TOP_BANNER&context=opinion-inequality-menu 

We Were Planning an Inequality Project. Then History Lurched 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/opinion/sunday/inequality-coronavirus.html 

No Turning Back: How the Pandemic Opens the Door to a New Economy for People and the Planet 
https://medium.com/@anjarudiger/no-turning-back-2f660e22be73 
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